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Gomments upon the sacred writings of the Jews and 
Christians : Genesis, chupter 23-24. 


Tuts twenty-third chapter contains an uninteresting account 
“concerning the death and burial of Sarah, Abraham’s wite.— 
Abraham purchased a burying ground in Machpelah, where 
he might deposit the remains of his aged companion, and for 
this piece of ground it is said he was to pay four hundred 
shekles of silver. These three ideas, that is, the death of 
Sarah, the contract for the burying ground, and the sum of 
money which it cost, are the only prominent ideas contained 
in this chapter. It may well then be demanded of those who 
believe this book to be divine, that they point out wherein the 
divinity of this chapter consists. The circumstances related 
are all plain and simple, destitute of all the characteristic pro- 
perties of a revelation trom God, and wholly uninteresting to 
every body besides the contraéting parties. The twenty-fourth 
chapter presents us with a very curious and singular courtship, 
and the still more curious manner in which Abraham compelled 
his servant man to take a solemn oath. (For the form of ta- 
king this oath see the 2d and 3d verses of this chapter.) This 
servant man of Abrabam’s seems to have been appointed by his 
master to the office of matrimonial negociator to Isaac. Ac. 
cordingly he sets out with his camels for the Jand of Mesipo- 
tamia; and, when arrived there, he invokes the Jewish divi- 
nity to assist in designating the favorite objeét to which young 
Isaac was to be united, he speaks in the tollowing manner: 
And he said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, I pray 
thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness 
unto my master Abraham, Behold, I stand here by the 
well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city 
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come out to draw water: and let it come to pass, that the 
damsel to whom I shal! say, let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, 
that I may drink; and she shall say, drink ; and I will give 
thy camels to drink also;—let the same be she that thou hast 
appointed for thy servant Isaac ; and thereby I shall know 
that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. (See verses 
12,13, and 14.) Perhaps this waiter of Isaac, like many su. 
perstitious people of the present day, believed that matches 
are made in heaven; if so, one would think they ought to be 
better made than they are. .Be this as it may, however, it 
seems that Rebekah, who came to the well with her pitcher 
upon her shoulder, was marked out by the negociating servant 
ot Isaac to become the favorite of his young master. Accord- 
ingly, to her he made a present of a golden ear-ring of half a 
shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels 
weight of gold. After this Rebekah invited them to her fa- 
ther’s house, where the servant man of Abraham spoke with 
great zeal of the splendid riches of his master, and that Isaac 
would one day take possession of the whole. He made also 
rich presents to the father and the brother of Rebekah, and so 
managed his embassy, that he carried away in triumph the 
beautitul damsel destined to be the wife of Isaac. The mar- 
riage: was celebrated immediately after their arrival ; Isaac be- 
came the husband of Rebekah, and Rebekah became Isaac’s 
wife, and there ends the story. Ye fanatics in the cause of 
christianity, can ye call such trifling anecdotes divine revela- 
tion? The domestic circumstances related in this chapter are 
in no shape whatever connected with a pure system of religion, 
or with those eternal principles of moral virtue, im the practice 
of which man developes in the highest manner the essential 


dignity of his existence. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


THE following publication, which has appeared in severa: 
newspapers in different parts of the United States, shews 
inthe most striking manner the character and effeéts of re- 
ligious fanaticism, and to what extravagant lengths it will 
carry its unruly and destruétive operations. We give 1 a 
place in the Prospeét, because we think the perusal of it 
will be gratifying to our subscribers; and because, by 
exposing the true charatter of sucn frantic zeal, we hope 
to produce some influence upon the reason of man, and 
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induce him to rise superior to such dreadful illusions. The 
judicious remarks at the end of this account were com- 
municated to us by a very intelligent and faithful friend to 


. the cause of Deism. 

€ Extract from a letter of the Rev. George Scott, of Mill Creek, Wash- 
ast ington County, Pennsylvania, to Col. William M*‘Farran, of Mount 
wy Bethel, Northampton County,~P. dated Nov. 3, 1802. 

es My dear friend, 

= E have wonderful times here. God has been pleased to 
es § visit this barren corner with abundance of his grace. The 
Pe =—6 ~—S work: began in a neighbouring congregation, at a sacramental 
It § occasion, about the last of September. It did not make its 
er § appearance in my congregation till the first Tuesday of Ofto- 
oe ber. After society, in the night, there appeared an evident 
d- © stir among the young people, but nothing bi pre appearance of 
4 § what appeared afterwards. On Saturday evening following 
Is BH = =we had society, but it was dull throughout. On Sabbath-day 
* one cried out, but nothing else extraordinary appeared.—T hat 
h evening I went part of the way to Raccoon congregation, where 
‘© the sacrament of the supper was administered ; but on Monday 
- morning a very strong impression of duty constrained me to 
na return to my congregation in the Flats, where the work was 
“ begun. We met intheafternoon atthe meeting-house, where 
i we had a warm society. In the evening we removed toa 
. neighbouring house, where we continued in society tll mid- 
s FF night ; numbers were falling all the time of society.—After 
fF the people were dismissed, a considerable number staid and 
- & sung hymns, till perhaps two o'clock in the morning, when 
- & the work began to the astonishment ot all. Only five or six 
’ were left able to take care of the rest, to the number perhaps 


of near torty.—They tell in all direétions, on benches, on 
beds, and on the floor. Next morning the people began to 
flock in from all quarters. One girl came early in the morn- 
ing, but did not get within one hundred yards of the house 
before she tell powerless, and was carried in. We could not 
leave the house, and therefore continued society al! that day 
and all that night, and on Wednesday morning I was obliged 
to leave a number of them on the spot. On Thursday even- 
ing we met again, when the work was amazing ; about twenty 
persons lay toall appearance dead for near two and a half hours, 
anda great number cried out with sore distress.—Friday I 
preached at Mill Creek. Here nothing appeared more than 
an unusual solemnity. That evening we had society, where 
great numbers were brought under conviétion, but none 
fell. On sabbath-day I preached at Mill Creek. This 
day and evening was a very solemn time but none fell. 
On Monday I went to attend presbytery, but returned no 











148 


Thursday evening to the Flats, where society was appointed, 
when numbers were struck down. On Saturday evening we 
had society, and a very solemn time—about a dozen persons 
lay dead three and a half hours by the watch. On Sabbath a 
number fell, and we were obliged to continue all night in 
society, as we had done every evening we had met before, 
On Monday a Mr. Hughes preached at Mill Creck, but no. 
thing extraordinary appeared, only a great deal of falling. We 
concluded to divide that evening into two societies, in order 
to accommodate the people. Mr. H. attended the one and I 
the other. Nothing strange appeared where Mr. H. attended; 
but where I attended God was present in the most wonderful 
manner. I believe there was not one present but was more 
or less affected. A considerable number fell powerless, and 
two or three, after lying some time, nenenanidh joy, and 
spoke near half an hour. One, especially, declared ina sur. 
prising manner the wondertul view she had of the person, 
charatter and ofhces of Christ, with such accuracy of lan. 
guage that I was astonished to hear it. Surely this must be 
the work of God! On Thursday evening we had a lively 
society, but not much falling down. On Saturday we all went 
to the Cross Roads, and attended a sacrament. Here were, 
rhaps, about 4000 people colleéted. The weather was un- 
comfortable ; on the Sabbath-day it rained, and on Monday it 
snowed. We had thirteen ministers present. The exercises 
began on Saturday, and continued on night and day with litle 
or no intermission. Great numbers fell ; to speak within 
bounds, there were upwards ot 150 down at one time, and some 
of them continued three or four hours with but little appearance 
of life. Numbers came to, rejoicing, while others were deep- 
ty distressed. —The scene was wonderful : the cries of the dis- 
tressed, andthe agonising groans, gave some faint representatron 
of the awtul cries and bitter screams which will no doubt be 
extorted from the damned in hell. But what is to me the most 
surprising, of those who have been subjects among my people 
with whom I have conversed but three had any terrors of bell 
during their exercise. The principal cry is, O how |. ng have 
I rejected Christ! O how often have | embrued my hands in 
bis precious blood! O how often have I waded throngh bis pre- 
cious blood by stifling conviction! O this dreadtul hard heart! 
O what adreadtul monster sin is! It was my sin that nailed 
Jesus tothe cross, &c. 


The preaching is various; some thunder the terrors of the 
law---others preachthe mild invitation of the gospel. For my 
part, since the work began I have confined myselt chiefly to the 
doctrines of our fallen state by nature and the way of recovery 
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through Christ; opening the way of salvation; shewing how 
God can be just and yet be the justifier of them that believe, 
and also the nature of true faith and repentance ; pointing out 
the difference between true and false religion, and urging the 
invitations of the gospel in the most engaging manner that J 
am master of, without any strokes of terror. The convictions 
and cries appear to be, perhaps, nearly equal under all these dif- 
ferent modes of preaching, but it appears rather most when we 
preach on the fulness and freemess of salvation. 








‘‘ In the fifth chapter of Mark we read a strange story of the 
Devil getting into the swine after he had been turned out of a 
man, and as the freaks of the Devil in ¢hat story and the tum- 
ble-down descriptions in thts are very much alike; the two 


stories ought to go together. 


And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the 
country of the Gadarenes. And when he was come out of the 
ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with 
an unclean spirit, Whio had his dwelling among the tombs; 
and no man could bmd him, no, not with chains: Because 
that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the 
chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken 
in pieces ; neither could any man tame him. And always, 
night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, cry- 
ing, and cutting bimself with stones. But when he saw Jesus 
afar off, he ran and worshipped him, And cried with a loud 
voice, and said, what have 1 to do with thee, Jesus, thow son 
of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou tor- 
ment me not. {Fer he said unto him, come out of the man, 
thou unclean spirit,) And he asked him, what rs thy name? 
and he answered, saying, my name rs Legion: tor we are many. 
And he besought him much that he would not send them away 
out of the country. Now there was there, nigh unto the moun- 
tains, a great herd of swine feeding. And all the devils be- 
sought him, saying send us intothe swine, that we may enter 
into them. And torthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the 
unclean spirits went out, and encied into the swine; and abe 
herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were 
about two thousand,) and were choked in the Sea.” 


The force of imagination is capable of prodacing strange 
effects.——When animal magnetism began in France, whith 
was while Doctor Franklin was minister to that country, the 
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wonderful accounts given of the wonderful effects it produced 
on the persons who were under the operaron excee ‘ed Oy 
thing related in the foregoing letter from Washington County, 
They tumbled down, feli into trances, roared and rolled about 
like persons supposed to be bewitched, The Goverame wt, in 
order to ascertain the fact or detect the imposition, appointed a 
committee of Physicians to inquife into the case, and Doctor 
Franklin was requested to accompany them, which he did. 


The committee went to the Operator’s house, and the persons 
on whom an operation was to be performed were assembled. 
They were placed inthe position in which they had been when 
under former operations, and blind-falded. In a little time 
they began to shew signs of agitation, and in the space ot about 
two hours they went through all the frantic airs they had 
shewn before ; but the case was, that no operation was per- 
forming upon them, neither was the operator tn the room, for 
he had been ordered out of it by the Physicians; but as the per- 
sons did not know this, they supposed him present and opera- 
ting upon them. It was the effect of imagination only. Doc- 
ter Franklin in relating this account to the writer of this article, 
said, that he thought the Government might as well have let 
it gone on, for that as imagination sometimes produced disor- 
ders it might also cure some; and a similar remark may be 
made on this account from Washington County, for if it makes 
the peuple better livers than before, let it go on. It is fortunate 
however, that this falling-down and crying-out scene did not 
happen in New-England a century ago, for if it had the preach- 
ers would have been hung for witchcraft, and in more ancient 
times the poor falling-down folks would have been supposed to 
be possessed of a devil, likethe man in Mark, among the tombs. 
The progress that reason and Deism make in the world, lessen 
the torce of superstition, and abate the spirit of persecution. 





FOR THE PROSPECT. 
Mary, ker Son, and the Ghost. 


: wondertiu! story told by Matthew about the immaculate 
conception of [ sus Crurase the son of Mary by the Holy Ghost, 
has made such an lipression upon unieflecting minds that it 
has become asacred story, and believed to be such, by a vast 
mumber of the human species. It were to be wished that every 
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reflecting man would examine into the nature of such a story 
for himself, and see if he does not discover some deception in 
it, which has been imposed on the credulous for real facts ; and 
in short is nothing but fabulous. The examination is certain 
worth making for ourselves.—Priests and Commentators have 
undertaken to unravel the whole affair, and say they can clear 
up all doubts and al] misunderstandings, and if we will but be. 
lieve them (and pray a little besides) they will make itall as 
clear as the sun et noon day, and yet they tell the story with 
such contradictions, which if there was nothing else, would be 
sufficient to make us think that they knew but little about it ; 
for some say he was God, ethers say he was but 4 man, and 
some say he was both, that is, half God and half man, or the 
offspring of an heav enly ghost and an earthly virgin. Onthe 
whole, take the story which way you will, or ‘altogether, and it 
has the appearance of being taken from one in the heathen my- 
thology, (for that inthe mythology is certain the most ancient) 
of Jupiter’s encounter with the earthly woman. When Ju- 
piter or Jove is said to have come down in one of his amorous 
moods and metamorphosed himself into the husband of Alc- 
mene, a beautiful and chaste women, so deceived and embraced 
her. As soon as Jupiter was gone her real husband comes 
home and likewise embraces her; and the issue of this affair 
with Alcmene was twins, the one mortal, and the ether 1mmor- 
tal, or half God and halt man; and likewise this son of Jupi- 
ter is said to have done many mighty wonders or miracles, and 
the same is said of Jesus. —I think that the story of Mary’s son 
bears such a striking resemblance with that of Jupiter’ s, we 
may without protanation suppose it to be taken from the 
same Ideas. Now which of these two stories are the most au- 
thentic and sacred? I will not decidg, but rather conclude one 
to be as foolish as the other. 


BENEFICENCE. 


‘ie proper exercise of wisdom, andthe right use of riches 
are not yet subject to legal regulations; and all the pleasin 
duties of beneficence are in our hands. We shal! deserved! y 
forfeit this privilege 1f we abuse it; or 1f we make the dis- 
tinction we are favoured with in society, the occasion of mis- 
chiet and injury to it. If the labourer thinks himself obliged 
by his wants, by his connections with his wite and children, 
and by the fear of bodily punishment, not only to retrain from 
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theft and injastice, but to work hard, and to exercise his pru- 
dence and understanding to make his family happy ;—what 
must be che obligations of the rich and wise, if they can not only 
save their friends and connections from wants and distresses, 
but extend their hands to numbers around them, assist those 
who are not so happy ? Is there any comparison between 
the necessity and ilaeicn of these duties ? Those who would 
say the fermer is a duty, because the poor man cannot avoid it ; 
and the latter 1s not a duty, because the wise and rich may 
avoid it, do not anderstand the meaning of moral obligation: 
The wretch who can avoid it, be his talents and rank what 
they may, ‘does not deserve the name of man, Every man’s 
absolute obligations and duties increase in proportion to his 
wisdom, power, and wealth; and all omissions in expressions 
of benevolence, are as criminal and injurious to the world as 
fraud, theft, or any other viliany. 
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PUBLIC DISCOURSES concerning the principles and character 
ef Christian superstition, will be delivered by the Editor every Sunday 
evening at seven o'clock, at Shepherd’s Long-Room, No. 11, George- 
street. 
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